
Responding to Literature

Dramatization

Week3, Lesson 12

2nd Grade

Mini-Lesson Goal:

The student will work productively, resourcefully and independently in a dramatic setting. The students will elaborate on various aspects of text that interest them.

Reader’s Theater is a meaningful extension activity which encourages rereading, builds fluency, and aids comprehension through repetition and actual dramatization.
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Materials Needed:
· Alexander and the Horrible, Terrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst or another book with a lot of action or dialogue

· Student notebook

Before the Lesson:
Read Alexander and the Horrible, Terrible, No Good, Very Bad Day
Discuss the importance of using student’s generated scripts rather than to work from professionally prepared ones; the goal is to identify important information and rewrite it as their own personal drama. As they practice reading with expression, they will learn about interpretation and develop ownership of the presentation. .

Mini Lesson:
Connection:
Reader’s Theater gives students a chance to practice oral reading, comprehension skills, develops positive attitudes toward reading, and examines the differences between two genres – narrative texts and plays.

Teach

· Read the book to the students. 

· Help students decide which parts of the book should be turned into dialogue and which need to be recited by a narrator.

· Demonstrate how to turn text into dialogue through modeling the conversations in the text by showing them how to add or delete emotions or actions connected with the characters.

· Students work in small groups to create their own scripts. You may use different books for the groups when allowing students to develop their scripts. 

Responding to Literature

Dramatization

Week 3, Lesson 12

2nd Grade

Active Involvement

· Students  divide parts in the story  among themselves and practice reading. They do not need to memorize their lines. Allow  students to audition for character parts in the play.

· Time will be given to students to revise scripts and gather props for a final presentation. 
· Students meet at Gathering Spot and give the opportunity to each group to present their script before the class. 
Note to  Teacher:

After students practice and return to the rug have them add dramatization criteria to the initiated Response to Literature Rubric. This lesson will require 3-4 days to complete

Link

Over a period of several days, the book is reread enough times so that each student has a chance to play a character. Reading a story again and again aids oral fluency and develops comprehension as well in a fun and meaningful way. 
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