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The Tiny Seed
Written by Eric Carle
Through this book, students will:


Identify beginning, middle, and end of the story


Identify and state the needs of plants


Identify the four seasons and their effects on plants


Understand how wind distributes seeds


Read and identify the traits seeds and flowers

Understand the importance of nature and the elements on seeds

Discuss and understand the possibility and importance of change in living things
      Use a Question Wheel to illicit higher levels of thinking during discussion


Integrate elements of the book into the content areas


Use Thinking Maps to analyze story plot
GENRE

Informational Text
LITERARY   ELEMENTS

· Conflict

· Resolution
VOCABULARY

This vocabulary list is all inclusive.  Use it to create word lists specific to your needs and student expectations.  (ex: past tense, adjectives, science vocabulary, verbs, nouns)

	Blowing
	bud
	desert
	finally

	flower
	icy
	Leaf
	looms

	neighbor
	petals
	plant
	roots

	sails
	Seed
	shines
	snow

	stem
	sways
	tiny
	weed


Blowing – cause to move by means of an air current, suffix ‘ing

Bud – an undeveloped leafy shoot or flower

Desert – a landscape or region that receives little rain or snow

Finally – the item at the end, after a long period of time, suffix ‘ly

Flower – the reproductive part of a plant, usually composed of petals, sepals,

stigmas, stamens, and a pistil

Icy – extremely cold

Leaf – part of the plant that specializes in photosynthesis

Looms – to hang over, something threatening

Neighbor – a person who lives (or is located) near another

Petals – usually, the showy part of a flower that attracts pollinators

Plant – a major group of living things, including organisms such as trees, flowers,

herbs, grasses, moss, and ferns

Roots – the underground component of plants, responsible for anchoring plants and

providing them with water and nutrients

Sails – to travel by movement of the wind

Seed – part of a plant that can grow into another plant

Shines – emit light, be bright

Snow – precipitation falling from clouds in the form of ice crystals

Stem – a stalk, a long, thin or elongated structure that supports a plant, leaf, or flower

Sways – to move back and forth or sideways

Tiny – very small

Weed – a plant growing where it is not wanted
Vocabulary ideas

Word recognition

Pronunciation

Preliminary definition

Morphology

-dis – apart spargere (spersal) – scatter

-germin – bud, sprout ation- action of

-re – again produce- make happen tion- action of

-photo – light synthesis– combining elements to form one thing
Other vocabulary words and definitions

Dispersal – spreading from one place to another often by water, wind, and animal transport.

Germination – first stage in the development of a plant from seed.

Photosynthesis – the process by which green plants use energy from sunlight to produce sugar and oxygen from carbon dioxide and water.
Reproduction – production of new member of population from existing member, the process of generating offspring

LANGUAGE ARTS
Preview the Book

Show students the book cover and read the title. Have students discuss what they see on the cover. Ask them to provide ideas about what the story is about and what kind of book this is. Show students the title page. Discuss information on the page (title of book and author’s name).

Model the process of making predictions using the cover illustration.

Think-aloud: On the front cover, I see a flower. Since the title of the book is The Tiny Seed, I predict that it is about a tiny seed that grows into a flower. I’m going to read the story to find out whether I need to revise my prediction. Write your prediction on the board.

Brainstorm

Tell the students that you will be discussing seeds. Create a KWL chart to find out what they know, what they wonder, and what they learned based on the story. Do a KWL Chart

	What they know
	What they wonder
	What they learned




The KWL chart can be posted on the board or turned into individual/group worksheets.

Reading Discussion Questions and Answers
1. What is blowing? Where did the seeds come from? What helps a seed travel by wind?

The wind. The flower. A wing on the seed is easily blown by the wind.

2. Where does the wind blow the seeds? Across the land. Also, can ask to see where students think the seeds will go.

3. What happens to the seed when it flies near the sun’s rays? Why did the seed burn up? It burns up. The sun’s rays were too hot.
4. Why can’t the seed grow on the mountain? The seed landed in the ice. Ice never melts. It’s too cold for the seed to grow.

5. How fast is the tiny seed moving compared to the rest of the seeds? Slower

6. What happened to the seed that fell in the water? It drowns, died. Unable to become a plant. Note: some seeds float and use the water to travel. In general, seeds that fly do not also float.

7. How do the seeds continue to move? The wind blows.

8. Why do the seeds fall to the ground? The wind stops blowing the seeds.

9. What two animals eat seeds? A bird and a mouse.

10. How can animals help seeds travel? There are a variety of ways. Animals can eat a fruit with seeds inside; the seeds travel through the animal’s digestive system and are left in the animals’ scat in a new place. Seeds can “attach or cling” to animals’ fur with the sticky or prickly outside part of a seed.

11. Where does the mouse live? Underground or in the ground

12. What time of year is it? How do you know? Winter in this part of the story. The story says that it is Winter. Also the line “snow falls and covers them like a soft white blanket.”

13. What happens to the seeds when the snow melts, the sun shines, and the rain falls?

The seed grows round and forms roots. The roots go down into the ground, the plant grows a stem and leaves.

14. Where does the weed grow? What does it take away from the small plant? Next to the new plants. It takes all the sunlight and rain away.

15. Who steps on the plants? What happened to the plant? A child. The plant broke

16. Who picks the flower? A boy

17. What does the tiny seed grow into? A giant flower

18. Who comes to see the giant flower? How did they find out it was here? People from all over.

Inference- authors often leave ideas unsaid. The reader can connect clues in the story to information they already know to better understand events in the story. Since this was the tallest flower ever seen, I can assume that newspaper articles were written and that people told their friends about this flower.

19. How tall is the flower? Taller than people, trees, and houses. Infer the height.

20. Why do petals fall off the flower? Where did the yellow and red leaves come from?

The wind. Infer: Many leaves change color when the days grow shorter because

chlorophyll (the green pigment) dies.

21. What does the wind do to the flower? Blew off the petals, shook the flower, and opened the seed pod

22. What happened when the seed pod opened? What will happen to the seeds? The tiny seeds came out. Infer: seeds will travel with the wind as in the beginning of the story. Seeds will become new plants.

1.  retell in proper sequence of the story
2.  describe what is happening to the seed
3. Use the photos in the book to work with students on descriptive language and adjectives.  Anchor charts of these descriptions will be helpful for students’ writing activities.

Writing Activities:

Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Informational Writing to have students research facts about seeds.
Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Expository Writing: How to Grow Plants from Seeds
Thinking Maps
· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events in the story.  
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· Use a bubble map to describe the seed.
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· Use a tree map to categorize information about seeds, such as:
Seeds


                 Look                                      Need                                          Make                                         

· Use a double bubble map to compare any two different seeds that the students bring in from home.    
                                      
[image: image3.png]



· Create a multi-flow map to describe cause and effect based on what happens in the story and why.
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MATH

· measure and compare seeds
· weigh seeds
· estimate the number of seeds in a bag of pumpkin or sunflower seeds or any baggie filled with seeds
Science

Seasons – order of




Weather associated with each




Clothing/dress associated with each




Animal habits that typically occur




Plant development during each season

Plants – life cycles



Grow some plants from seed such as radishes, beans (quick 



growers)



Identify and Label growth pattern

Experiments to conduct: Students predict what will or will not grow and

             why they have made this hypothesis



Plant seeds in different directions to see if they are affected by 



the direction of the seed – Does the root always grow down?



Drown some seeds to see if they will grow



Water the seeds with fresh water and water another set with 



salt water (gargling solution)



Put some out for the animals (birds) create a bird feeder



Freeze some to see if they will grow

Text-to-text


The Empty Pot -previous BOM - cook some seeds then plant to see if 


they will grow.

Germination will occur more rapidly if you soak the seeds for a few hours before planting them.

Social Studies
· Study the seasons and how we adapt to each season
· Observe our surroundings and discuss how seeds are used in our area by people who are making their living in this area

FINE ARTS
Sponge Painting 
Materials for the Craft

Tip:  When making templates for tracing or sponge painting use a soft plastic material (4L ice cream lid works great for this).  This allows the templates to be reused again. 

plant outlines (members' area)  
 sponge 

paint 

paper 
Instructions for the Craft

plant templates are cut out in advance (paper or plastic).  These are found in the members' area. 

the sponge is divided into smaller portions and set beside the paint colors chosen for the craft 

small pieces of cardboard is placed at each work area for the children to blot the extra paint prior to applying this to the paper 

children organize the plant templates 

these can be secured  by using small pieces of sticky tac 

The children choose the two colors they would like to apply around the plant templates to create a sponge paint effect 

once finished, allow the pictures to dry 

once the picture is dry the templates can be removed 

Follow-up Craft Activity
The children can make the tiny seed. Their foot can be traced, cut and facial features can be added to represent tiny seed.

 
Other ideas for The Tiny Seed
a. Multiple meaning words used in the story. Use the text to confirm meaning.

􀂃 But the tiny seed sails on with others (travel pushed, propelled by wind OR large pieces of fabric used to move a boat)

􀂃 The leaves on a tree (multiple parts of a plant OR verb, to go away)

􀂃 Sally took pictures of the plant (verb, to put seeds in the ground OR noun, a living organism OR verb, to stay in one place, not moving)

b. Identify synonyms and antonyms

Tiny and small-synonym

Dry and wet -antonym

Blow and push -synonym

Fast and quick -synonym

c. Find Imagery in a story

􀂃 Find words that help create a picture in your mind: “giant flower”, “yellow and red leaves”, “soft white blanket”, “sun’s hot rays burn.”

􀂃 Find descriptive words of items the seeds pass by: “hot rays”, “tall and icy”, “hot and dry.”

􀂃 Discuss the author’s purpose in using these words. What would the story be like if did not use them?

d. Sequencing 

􀂃 Ask students out loud in which order the actions from the story occurred. Or you can write these on the board and have them put them in order.
The seed pod opened. (5)

The mouse ate a seed. (2)

The boy picked the flower. (4)

The wind blows flower seeds. (1)

The seed received rain and sunshine. (3)

􀂃 Ask: How can these events be a circle?

Example Answer: The seed pod opening could be the last or the first item in the

sequence. This process is a continuing circle.

e. Fact or fiction

􀂃 Discuss the difference between fiction and non-fiction. What is the author’s purpose of writing this story and how do you know it is fiction?

􀂃 Ask the students to take out a piece of paper and create two columns. Have students write the following column headings: fiction and fact. Based on the story, the students should fill in the chart.

Possible answers:

Fiction

All flowers grow to be giant in size

There are giant flowers taller than buildings, people, trees, and houses

Bees, birds, and butterflies visit flowers to see how large they are

Seeds drown and die when they are in the ocean (or other water)

A child stepping on a flower and breaking it means it can not grow anymore

Seeds can not grow in the desert

Ice never melts on a mountain top

Seeds can reach the sun’s rays

Fact

Seeds need water, sunlight and soil to grow

Seeds can be blown by the wind

Flowers make seeds

Seeds grow into plants

Seeds are baby plants

Not all flowers have seed pods

Seeds are moved in other ways besides the wind

Birds and mice eat seeds

Friends give flowers to each other

Some plants grow faster than others

Seeds grow into plants in the spring

Plants do not grow in the cold weather

Seeds do not sprout on top of mountains in the snow

Seeds grow into plants with roots, stems and leaves

Weeds grow quickly if they get more sunlight and rain than other plants

When the wind stops blowing, the seed falls to the ground

Some seeds can not grow in the desert

Different types of seeds grow in different places (in the desert, water, etc.)


The Tiny Seed 



First name _________________

Worksheet 1 – Compare and Contrast 

Last name__________________
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Winged-seed 


Acorn 

Dandelion

A. 



  B. 


      C.

Part 1 Compare: How are the seeds similar? Use complete sentences to explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2: Contrast: How are the seeds different? Use complete sentences to explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Tiny Seed 





ANSWER KEY
Worksheet 1 – Compare and Contrast
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Winged-seed 


Acorn 

Dandelion

A. 



  B. 


      C.

Part 1 Compare: How are the seeds similar? Use complete sentences to explain.

____Example: All of the seeds can be grown into larger plants.  Seeds A and C are light and are dispersed by the wind.

Part 2: Contrast: How are the seeds different? Use complete sentences to explain.

____The acorn is much harder then the other two seeds.  Seed B bounces and falls off the parent plant.  Animals eat seeds A and B.

The Tiny Seed 



ANSWER KEY
Worksheet 2 – Reading Comprehension



Directions: Circle the Correct Answer

1. In the story, “The Tiny Seed”, which animals each eat seeds?

a. Fish and bird

b. Bird and mouse

c. Snake and grasshopper

d. Frog and kangaroo

2. How did the seed travel to different places?

a. It walked on its own

b. It was carried by the wind

c. It was carried on an animal

d. It moved with a person

3. What did the seed need to grow?

a. Friends and water

b. Soil and a mouse

c. Sunshine and soil

d. Soil, rain and sunshine

4. What did the tiny seed blow past?

a. The sun and the mountain

b. The ocean and a tall building

c. A house and school

d. A crowd of people

5. What happened last in the story?

a. The tiny seed grew into a flower

b. The flower’s seed pod opened

c. All the people came to see the giant flower

d. The seed landed in the ice

The Tiny Seed 



First name _______________

Worksheet 2 – Reading Comprehension

 Last name _______________

Directions: Circle the Correct Answer

1. In the story, “The Tiny Seed”, which animals each eat seeds?

a. Fish and bird

b. Bird and mouse

c. Snake and grasshopper

d. Frog and kangaroo

2. How did the seed travel to different places?

a. It walked on its own

b. It was carried by the wind

c. It was carried on an animal

d. It moved with a person

3. What did the seed need to grow?

a. Friends and water

b. Soil and a mouse

c. Sunshine and soil

d. Soil, rain and sunshine

4. What did the tiny seed blow past?

a. The sun and the mountain

b. The ocean and a tall building

c. A house and school

d. A crowd of people

5. What happened last in the story?

a. The tiny seed grew into a flower

b. The flower’s seed pod opened

c. All the people came to see the giant flower

d. The seed landed in the ice

Writing 1 - Dispersal Short ResponseThe Tiny Seed 


     First name ________________        Last name________________

Part 1: Brainstorm Think about how the structure of each seed effects how it could be dispersed. Describe each seed on the lines next to each picture.
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Part 2: Short Response 

Choose one of the seeds above and write to explain how you think it may be dispersed. Use the ideas you wrote above to help support your prediction. Write your response on a sheet of paper.

Writing 2 – Compare and Contrast The Tiny Seed 


    

 First name ________________        Last name________________

Plan your Writing

Seeds have different ways to move to new places. People also have more than one way to change locations. Compare and contrast ways seeds move to the way people move. Use the Venn diagram to organize your ideas.

                       Seeds


  Both

People

Writing Prompt

Using what you wrote in the Venn diagram, write to compare and contrast how seeds and people move. Use your own sheet of paper.

The Tiny Seed 


First name ______________________

Writing 3 – Imagine you’re a plant 
Last name______________________

Many activities and events occur at your school. Imagine what it would be like to be a plant growing at your school. Explain what you would see and hear if you were a plant. Use transition words to connect your ideas.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Tiny Seed

 First name ________________________

  Last name_________________________

Writing # 4 Newspaper Article: Imagine your class worked hard to create a beautiful garden and grew a magnificent assortment of flowers at school. Write an article for the local newspaper that describes the garden and invites people to visit. Be sure to start the article with an exciting lead to draw readers’ attention. The article should be clear and easy to understand and should use vivid details to make the article interesting. You may choose to include a picture of the flowers to enhance the appearance of the article
Other Activities
Resources/Materials: 
Assorted fruit, various seeds of different types, art and writing paper, construction paper, clear plastic cups, magnifying glass, lunch box, card stock, straws and paper cups, magazine pictures of plants, 

Activities:
Day 1: What is a seed? 
Look inside a seed. "You wear a coat to keep you from the cold. Seeds from flowering plants have seed coats to protect them." 

A. Soak a lima bean in water over night. Use a hand lens to examine the outside of the seed. Try to peal off the seed covering. Split the seed in halves. Look for the parts showing the chart. Draw the lima bean. Write the names of the parts of the seed. 
B. Have children complete a chart of a seed, noting the seed coat, root, leaves, food storage, and embryo. 

Day 2: Seeds come in all shapes and sizes. 
Most plants come from seeds. Display seeds that come from all kinds of plants: acorns, poppies, carrots, lettuce, rice, watermelon, nuts, etc. 

A. Measure the bulk of different kinds of seeds. Do an estimating activity allowing the children to guess which seeds will fill more of a small cup. (Sunflower, watermelon and marigold seeds are great for this project because they are easy to handle). 
B. Some seeds grow from other plant parts (tubers). Onions makes parts that turn unto bulbs and new plants. The bulbs are the part we eat. Show the children some of the foods that we eat that are bulbs. (Potato, onions etc.) 
C. Show the children a lunch box and a peanut. Ask them what the two things have in common. Explain that the shell of the peanut is the box and the inside is the lunch. 
D. Create seed collages. 
E. Roast pumpkinseeds. 

Day 3: How do seeds travel? 
The wind, animals (bury and or deposit seeds by their droppings) are just some of the ways seeds travel. There are several great picture books on this subject. The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle is one.

A. Write: "'Splash! You're a coconut that has just fallen from a palm tree into the ocean.' Write what happens to you." 
B. Have the children take off their shoes and then go on a hike around the school or park, When you get back to class, have the children examine their socks to see what kind of seeds stuck to the socks. 

Day 4: What do seeds need to grow? 
Lead a discussion by starting with 'what do children need to grow?' Then, ask the students what they think plants might need. 

A. Sprout a seed in a jar/clear plastic cup with wet paper towels. A bean seed works great for this. You can also try alfalfa sprouts, or popcorn. 
B. Put some of the seeds in a windowsill to sprout. Put others in a dark corner. Discuss with the children, which of the seeds they think will grow the best. Check and show the children periodically. 
C. Have the children estimate how long it will take the seeds to germinate. Chart the growth of the seedlings after they sprout. Plant them in the soil when they become too large for the jar. I have potted them in the past, and made 'houseplants' out of them. 
D. Write: "You find an odd-looking seed and plant it. Your seed grows into _____________." Write an ending to the story. 
E. Create task cards for the children to manipulate showing the stages of a seed's growth. Children can also make their own cards to keep. 

Day 5. Discuss the job of the root system. 

A. Pass around enough straws and paper cups for each child. 
B. Tell the children they are the plants and the straws are the roots. This is a great explanation for the next experiment. 
C. Bring in celery or a carnation and show the children the power of the roots. 
D. Add colored water to a glass with the celery/carnation in it, and watch for the next few days as the celery/carnation changes colors. You might pre-start one to show what will happen. 
E. Create a word search or word puzzle using plant parts words OR allow the children to create the puzzle and exchange with a neighbor. 
F. Let the children pantomime plant growth. 

Day 6. Create several activities using all the plant and seed words that they have learned. 

A. Try a spelling bee, crossword or word puzzles. There are several software programs that will easily do this. 
B. Create a Seed Word Book by folding several pieces of writing paper in half and stapling it. 
C. Have the children make a mini dictionary for their terms and illustrate each item. 
D. Write several seed words on the chalkboard. Have the children use these words to create silly stories. 
E. Combine all the stories to write a class book. Choose several children to illustrate the cover and back page. 

Day 7. Animals and plants are partners. 

A. Discuss what the world would be like without plants, Re: the desert. 
B. Talk about the benefits of plants in our environment. I.e.: oxygen, carbon dioxide, cycle of nature, food, mulch, 
C. Create a chart discussing the cycle of nature. 
1. What do plants get from the air? 
2. How does it get into the air? 
3. What do animals get from the air? 
4. How does it get into the air? 
D. Write stories about life in a world without plants and animals. 

Day 8. All kinds of plants grow from seeds. 
Finds pictures of various kinds of plants...include plants that are fruits, vegetables, beans, grains, nuts, flowers and trees. Allow the children to guess which plants contribute different ways to the earth. Create a game allowing the children to guess what each plant is, i.e. bean tomato, marigold, watermelon, etc. 

Day 9. How plants protect themselves. 

A. Plants protect themselves from insects, animals, and people. Name some kinds of protection plants have developed. i.e. thorns, spines and prickles. Poison and off flavors. 
B. Another ways plants protect themselves are through camouflage. Have the children draw and illustrate "A Plant Fights Back" 
C. Some plants don't have to worry about being eaten by animals. They eat animals instead. One of these plants, The Venus's-fly trap, has leaves that snap shut when an insect lands on them. The leaves open up again after the insect has been eaten. 
Pretend you are a Venus Flytrap. Write about the insects that you eat. Tell what they taste like, and which insect is your favorite. 

Day 10. Plant Parts We Love to Eat. 
People and animals eat the fruits of some plants and the seeds of some, and the leaves of others. Chart on the chalkboard the different parts of plants that people can eat. Then let the children fill in as many foods that they can think of. Imagine a world without plants. What would we eat? Write a story. 

Day 11. People Need Plants. 

A. What benefits do people and animals get from plants? Let the children brainstorm the many 'things' we get from plants. Fibers, food, medicine, wood, fuel, paper, etc. 
B. Have the children fold a blank piece of white art paper into eight squares. Let the children illustrate eight different things they know we get from plants. 
C. Graph all the items that the children have put on their charts. Tally which items are the most common, unusual, etc. 

Day 12. What are the problems that plants create? 

A. Some plants cause us to sneeze. Weeds crowd our flowerbeds. 
B. How do plants help us? 
C. Write a story about one way plants help/ hurt us. 

More Plant Connections 

1. Sunflowers need so much sunlight they turn their heads during the day to face the sun. Imagine that you are a sunflower. Someone has built a big building blocking out your sunlight. What are you going to do next? What will you do to reach sunlight? How do you feel? 
2. You find an odd-looking seed and plant it. The seed grows into_______________. Write an ending to the story. 
3. List these seeds from different plants. Have the children put them in order from the smallest to largest. Consider corn, lettuce, poppies, walnuts, marigolds, carrots, coconuts, acorns, apples, etc. 
4. Assign a Seed Collection as part of a homework project. Show the children an tray with individual chambers. Tell them to collect one kind of seed for each chamber. Labeling can be as complex as the children's skill level. 
5. Go on a walking field trip to collect seeds and grasses from an empty field. (My school has a field as part of the campus). Return to school and create a class display.
Poetry (illustrate and make into a class book) 
My Garden 
This is my garden. I'll rake it with care.
And then some flower seeds I'll plant there.
The sun will shine,
And rain will fall,
And my garden will blossom and grow straight and tall.

Kindergarten and Preschool Literature Activities

Plant Theme Predictable Chart
A predictable chart could be used to introduce the concept of plant characteristics and this is done in conjunction with teaching or modeling beginning reading skills.  The text would follow a repetitive story line.  Example:  This is a tree plant, This is a flower plant.  In the members' area you will find pictures to match the text and an emergent reader for children to take home as a follow-up activity.  The children will be able to read the little reader  on their own, once it has been introduced by modeling the reading process.
Parts of Plants (Flowers)
Introduce how plants have different parts.  The picture in the link below can be used for this purpose or bring in an actual plant to show the children.

Parts of a Flower 
1. Root - holds the plant in the ground and absorbs water and nutrients from the soil. 

2.  Stem - carries the water and nutrients to the rest of the plant.  It also helps support it and direct the leaves towards the sunlight for them to produce the food source for the plant. 

3.  Leaves - make food for the plant 

4.  Flowers - make the seeds to make new flowers 

Plant Seeds (bean and radish seeds grow quickly)

1.  Cut paper towel to fit into a plastic petri dish, or fill the dish with cotton batting.

2.  Add water to dampen but not soak 

3.  Add seeds (bean and radish seeds grow quickly), cover the dish with plastic wrap 

Copy the booklet below. The number of copies you make will vary depending how many days you choose to observe the plant growth. 

after completing the above planting seeds process the children can complete the first page of their book 

draw pictures of the seeds 

measure the seed on the growth chart.  Color in where it came to on the chart.  Children should notice this increases after each observation 

after the seeds have germinated they can be planted into soil 

The book "The Tiny Seed" by Eric Carle is a wonderful book to use in conjunction with the Plants Theme.  It tells a wonderful story, as well, it introduces key learning concepts about seeds and plants.  Predictable retelling of the story that can be placed in a pocket chart, overhead transparency or on chart paper.  

Follow-up to the Story          
Have children sort pictures of living things according to if they are a plant or not a plant.  Both color and black and white pictures are found in the members' area. 

Note: On pages 7-9 in the Bugs theme unit you will find  living and non-living pictures for the children to sort.

Preschool and Kindergarten Activity Two

Classroom Flower Garden

Head shot photos of children can be taken. They would be cut and centered in the middle of the flower petal.  The stem and leaves would be added to make a classroom flower garden.

Note:  The petal can be found in the members' area.

Plant Math Activity One
Preschool and Kindergarten Measurement Activities
1.  Children can measure real, artificial or pictures of plants or flowers.  Snap cubes or unsharpened pencils can be used or another measuring tool.

Note:  Different picture sizes can be found in the members' area similar to what is displayed in the photograph.
Plant Activity Two
Preschool and Kindergarten Number Activities
In the members' area there are sunflower petal cards.  A number could be printed in the center of the petal.  The children must place that many seeds to represent the numbers shown.

Suggested Cooking or Snack Activity
Veggie Flower
Ingredients
1. cucumber slicer per child
2. 6-8 carrot rounds per child
3. 1/2 celery stalk per child
4. Lettuce leaves

Directions
The cucumber is used for the center of the flower, the carrot
rounds are used for the petals, the celery stalk is the stem and
the lettuce leave for the leaves.

Trees Mini-Theme

You may wish to spend a week just focusing on the importance of trees in relation to this theme. 
Prior to introducing the theme you could read the book "The Giving Tree" by Shel Silverstein.   It would be a good introduction to how trees help us.  After, the emergent reader "Trees" would be used for shared reading experience.  The small black and white version pictures could be placed in a predictable chart along with the sentences  There is also an enlarged color version that can be used to make this reader into a big book which is displayed in the photograph below.  The story line reads as follows:

Trees give us air.
Trees give us food.

Trees give us heat.

Trees give us wood.

Trees give us paper.

Trees are a home for the animals.

We like climbing trees.
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