
Response to Literature

Text-to-Self Connections

Week 2, Lesson 7

2nd Grade

Mini-Lesson Goal: 
Student will understand and comprehend text more effectively through the use

of text-to-self connections.
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Materials Needed:

· Charts

· Markers

· Set of books by one author, that were previously read to students.

Mini-Lesson

Introduce one lesson by telling students that good readers think about how

books connect to their own lives.  We call this TEXT-TO-SELF connections.

Good readers frequently reflect on text through their own background and experiences. Making these connections will help them understand what they are reading. Continue by telling the students that over the next week they will read several books by one author  in order to practice making text-to-self connections.

On a chart write TEXT-TO-SELF (A graphic organizer may be useful, such as an arrow from one book to student reflection about self.)  Write the titles of the books that will be used to make TTS connections at the top of each chart.  Read and stop to model student’s TTS connections. Do this about 2-3 times.  

These questions may help guide you through the modeling:

· “This text reminds me of the ___________because _________.”

· “This part of the text reminds me of____________ when ________

        happened.”

· “The setting of this text________reminds me of _______.”

· “The character _______in this text has the same traits as  ____.”

Discuss with students that when we make TTS connections it makes it easier for us to relate to text.

Active Involvement:

Send students off to Independent Reading reminding them that as they read they are to

make TTS connections.  Instruct them to think about how the text they read reminds

them of something they have experienced or someone they know  and how doing that will help them understand the story better.  (Some students may make their TTS connections
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if they work with a buddy.)  Bring students back to share their thinking about their TTS connections with the group.

Note to teacher:

After students practice and return to the rug , have them add TEXT TO SELF

criteria to the Initiating Response to Literature  Rubric.
A set of books that are suggested for second grade in Strategies That Work are

 Julius, the baby of the World, Chrysanthemum, Sheila Rae the Brave and Wimberly Worried, written by Kevin Henkes.

When modeling to students TTS connections you might find it helpful to use post-it notes on the pages of the book that will be used to model.  One the post-it notes write down what you want to say about relating the text to your background and experience.

TEKS: 2.10 (A), 2.13 (A), (B), 2.14 (A)
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